
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE OITY OOUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANcrR 

Torrance, California 
August 26, 1942 

Tbe City Council of the City of Torrance convened in a 
Regular Meeting in the Council Ohamber, Ci ty Hall, TOrrance, 
California, on Wednesday, August 26·, 1942, at 7:45 P.M. 

Mayor McGuire called the meeting to order. 

Olerk Bartlett called the roll, those answa.ing present 
being Councilmen: Baboock, Hitohoock, Powell, and MoGuire. Ab­
sent: Oounoilmen: CUoci. 

Everyone present in the aouncll Chamber Saluted the Flag! 

Counoilman Powell moved that the minutes of a Regular lIeet­
ing held August 11, 1942, be approved as written. Oouncilman 
Hitohcook seoonded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

WRITTEN COMMUNIOATIONS 

Clerk Bartlett, reading from Resolution No. 3434 of the 
Metropolitan water District of Southern California, announced that 
the tax rate of the Metropolitan Water District is set at .48 for 
the fiscal year. Matter of reoord. 

A communication from the Oounty of Los Angeles, Offioe of 
H. L. Byram, ~ Oolleotor, was read demanding that the City of 
Torrance provide funds for the payment of all delinquent assess­
ments for all projects in this city under the Improvement Bond Act 
of.l915 for which current assessments have terminated but whioh 
have delinquent assessments for prior years still outstanding. 

CUerk.Bartlett stated that payments are already being made 
out.of the general fund for the above stated purposes. Matter of 
record. 

A communication from Mrs. JUles Cook was read requesting 
authorization to remove a large eucalyptus tree from the .front of 
herproparty at 1405 Crenshaw Boulevard. Engineer Jain recommended 
that her request be granted. 

Councilman Hitchoock maTed that Mrs. Cook's request be granted .• 
Councilman Baboock seconded the motion, which was carried unanimous­
l;r. 

A communication from the Torrance Businessmen's Association 
was read requesting early.action with reference to the fulltime 
employment of a suitable person to coordinate the efforts of the 
Torrance Housing Committee, and oalling attention to several enolosed 
cliPpings from newspapers regarding the need for adequate housing 
in this vioinity. 

Councilman Powell moved that the eommunieation from the Tor­
rance Businessmen's Assooiation be referred to the Counoil as a 
whole for immediate oonsideration and report at the next meeting. 
Counoilman Babcock seoonded the motion, which was oarried unanimous­
ly. 

A communication from the california Sh1pbuilding Oorporation 
was read making inquiry conoerning public transportation available 
to employees of the shipyards living in this community. 

Councilman Baboock·suggested that the Oounoil oonfer as SOon 
as possible in connection with this and similar matters ooncerning 
the bus lines. COunoilman Babcock moved that the communication 
:trom the California Shipbuilding earp oration be turned over to 
the Counoil as a whole for study. Councilman Hi tohcock seoo,nie:d 
the motion, whioh was carried unanimously. 
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J. c01lmlUllication from. the Torrance Civil Service Board ad­
dressed to the City Council was read call1ng attention to the 
:fact that in filling the vacancy caused by the induction of JUdge 
John Shidler into mill tary service a ninety-day temporary ap­
pOintment is in order pending Civil service Examinations for the 
position of "'City Judge"'~ 

Councilman Powell moved that Otto B. I1llett be temporarily 
apPOinted as City JUdge to replace John A.. Shidler who has been 
inducted into military service pending examinations for this 
postlon by , the County, Examining Board as per ~gulatlons of the 
City Clvil Service Board. Councilman Hitchcock seconded the 
motion, which was carried unaniJiiOusly. 

A oommunioation addressed to the City Council from mgel 
Molinar was read requesting authorization to move his pool hall 
from 228 Arlington Avenue to 20~rd street in Pueblo. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that the request be referred to 
the .Polioe Department for their recommendation and approval if 
said department sees fit. Councilman Powell seconded the motion, 
which was carried unanimously. 

,A oommunication addressed to the City Council and Civil 
service Board trom t:he President and Secretary of Local 360 of 
the state, County and Municipal Workers of Amerioa was read ad­
vising that at a called meeting by the Civil Servioe Board on 
Monday, AUgust 17, 1942; a general protest was entered by the 
Torrance City employees through Local 360, S.C.II.W~A.., asking 
that classification list as submitted for adoption be held tor 
further consideration and allocation. The letter . thereby ent.reG 
written protest. 

Councilman Hi tclloock moved that the communication be filed 
for future reference. Councilman Babcock secouled the motion, 
which was carried unanimously. 

A communioation addressed to the City Counoil :from .Tohn E. 
Jeffery, Regional Director of the state, County, and Munioipal 
Workers of America was read advising that at aspeoial me$bership 
meeting of the Torranoe Oi ty employees held Frid.ay, August Zl, 
the members unanimously vo,ted to re ject as unfair and incomplete 
the proposed plan of the City Council to place laborers on an hour­
ly rather than a monthly pay schedule together with a small wage 
inorease. The writer again requested that the City Council set a 
meeting date in the immediate future for the purpose ot negotiating 
with the union on the question of wages, using a temtative City 
Budget as the. basis for said negotiation. 

COuncilman Powell moved that the City Council set a date for 
a meeting with the City employees f'or the purpose ot discussing 
the wage adjustment, said date to be arranged by the Mayor to 
accommodate the City Oouncilmen and the City employees. Council­
man Babcock seconded the moticn, which was oarried unanimously. 

A. communication addressed to the City Council from the Treasury 
Department was read asking the COuncil as the geve.rnmental body ot 
the City of Torrance to make it possible for city e.pleyees to help 
win the war by introduoing legislative authorization instituting 
payroll deductions for the purchase of war bonds among city employees. 
The letter clearly stated that while the over-all and ultimate ob­
jective is 10 per oent of the payroll for war saving bonds, the 
amount o! individual subscription is purely voluntary and optional • 

.4. communication addrEJS'Se. to the Oi ty Council fro·m the Chair­
man of the War Savings Bonds Committee of the City Employees was 
read asking the Council to authorize the City Clerk to establish a 
payroll "eduction plan ter the employees o! the City ot Torrance who 
desire to purchase United states War savings Bonds, Series Jit, and 
S1t&nps, said amployees to. give their authorization to the City Clerk 
by signing standardized fonns, and said deductiens to. be made as 
per agreement. 

" 
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Another communication addressed to the City Council, signed 
by the President ot Local No. 360, C.I.a., containing a similar 
request was read. , 

In the br~et discussion which ensued, Clerk Bartlett assured 
everyone that the plan would be pIa oed on a voluntary basis, and 
that the cards authorizing the deductions would be given only to 
those requesting them. He also advised that deductions could be 
~de monthly or semi-monthly. 

Clerk Bartlett presented and read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 1546 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE INSTITUTING CITY EMPLOYEES' 
VOLUNTARY ALLOTMENT PLAN FOR THE Pt;JRCHASE. 
OF UNITED STATES SAVINCE BONDS, SERIES "K". 

Councilman Hitchcock -moved that ~esolut1on No. 1546 be adopted. 
Councilman Powell seconded the motion, which was carried by the 
tolloWing roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, HitChcock, 
Powell, and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSE~T: COUNCIL­
MEN: CUcci. 

Clerk Bartlett presented tor second and tinal reading: 

ORDINANCE-NO. 3:57 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE FIXING 
THE TAX ru..'I'ES .AND LEVYING TAlES FOB THE 
FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING .TULY 1, 1942. 

In accordance 1f1 th the 1f1 shes ot the Mayor and the other 
CounCilmen, Clerk ' Bartlett merely read a portion at Ordinance No. 
33'7, that portion being the table conta~n1ng the acutal tax rate. 

Councilman Babcock moved that Ordinance No. 337 be adopted 
tor final -reading. Counc1lman Hitchcock seconded the mot1on, 
whiCh was carried by the following roll call vote: AY.ES: COUNCIL­
MEN': Babcock, Hitchcock, Powell, and McGuire. ' NOES: COUNCIL­
MEN: None. ABSENT: C0tm:CILMEN: CUcci. 

Councilman Pow.ell read a communication trom Fire Chiet J. E. 
McMaster recommending that 1n accordance with Civil Service Ordi­
nance No. 249, Section 14, Engineer parry, who acted as captain 
tor the two-week period August 16 to August 31, 1942, while 
Captain Winters was on his vacation, ,receive the regular captain's 
salary tor that two-week period. 

Councilman Powell moved that Engineer Parr~ who acted as 
captain during the vacation period ot Captain Winters receive ,the 
regular captain's salary for the two-week periOd August 16 to 
August 31 as per request of Chief McMaster and in accordan~e with 
~ot1on 14 of Ordinance No. 249. Councilman Hitohcock seconded the 
lIiot1'on, whioh was carried by the tollowing roll call 'vote: AlES: 
COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Hi tchoO-ck, Powell, and McGuire, NOES: 
COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN t ' Cucci. 

Councilman Powell moved that the temporary City Judge (Otto 
B., Willett) be employed at a salary ot $155.00 per month, ,said 
employment ettective as of August 19, 1942. Counoilman HitchcoCk 
seconded the motion, which was carried by the tollowing roll call 
vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Hitchcock, Powell, and McGuire. 
NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: CUCCi. 

Councilman Powell suggested that a resolution be drawn up to 
establish a two-way boulevard stop on Arlington Avenue at 220th 
street as there have been severti bad accidents at this location 
and in view ot the faot that said location is in the immediate 
vic1nityot the school grounds. 

0' , 
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Councilman Powel-lmoved that the City Attorney be authorized 
to draw up Resolution Nth 1547 establishing a two-way boulevard 
stop on Arlington Avenue at 220th Street~ Councilman Hitohcock 
seoonded the motion, whioh was carried unanimously. 

Councilman Powell moved that the Court Clerk's time be assigned 
primarily to the Police Court; City Judge, and POlice Department; 
and that after her work in these departments -is oompleted she may 
be summoned to any other department in the City Hall where she may 
be needed. Oouncilman Babcock seconded the motion, whioh was carried 
unanimously. 

Counoilman Hitchoook moved that an appropriation of not to ex-
. ceed $200.00 be made for materials for the paving necessary to 

meet the new grade of the Santa Fe tracks at Madrid Avenue and 
Torrance Boulevard. Councilman Powell seconded the motion, whic:h 
was aarried -by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNClIJaN: 
BabCock, Hitchcock,-Powell, and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Cucci. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that an appropriation of not to 
exceed $100.00, plus tax, be made for materials for barricading 
windows in the Civic Aud1torium--a1r ra1d protection against glass 
breakage. Councilman Babcock seconded the motion, which was car­
ried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Baboook, 
Hitohoock, Powell, and MoGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. AB­
SENT: COUNCILMEN: CUcci. -

Councilman Hitchcook moved that an appropriation of not to 
exceed $125.00, plus tax, be made for mater1als tor the oonstruc­
tion of a blaoked-out ambulance entrance at the rear of the Audi­
torium. Councilman Babcook seconded the motion, which was carried 
by the following roll oall vote: AYES: COUNCIu.mN: Baboock, 
'HitOhcook, powell, and MoGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. AS· 
BENT: <DUNCILMEN: CUoci. 

Counoilman Hitohcock moved that the salary of W. C. Bradford, 
temporary engineering clerk, be increased $10.00 per month begin­
ning July 15, 1942. Councilman Powell seoonded the motion, whie:h 
was carried by the follOwing roll call vote: AYES: OOUNCILMEN: 
BalN:ock, Hitohoock, Powell, and MoGuire. NOES: COUNC!LMEN: None. 
~SBNT: OOUNCI IMEN: Cucci. 

Mayor McGuire announced that at a meeting of the Oity Planning 
Oommission (Public Rearing) held August 24, 1942, petitions from 
the Felker Manufaoturing Company and the Mayfair Creamery ,Ltd., 
for variance of Ordinanoe No. 316 were referred to the City Council 
with the reoommendation that the variance be granted. LTherefore 
Mayor McGuire moved that the requests ;f'or variance of Ordinanoe 
No. 316 be granted to the Felker Manufacturing Company and to the 
Mayfair creamery, Ltd., as per their respeot! ve pet! tiona and re­
quests. Councilman Hitohoock seconded the motion, whi~ was carried 
by the following roll call vots: -AYES:- COUNCILMEN: Babcock, 
Hi tchcock t Powell, and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. AB­
SENT: COUNCI'tImT: Cucci. 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 

Mr. Gaston Aroq, -President of the Kiwanis Club of Torrance,' 
personally invited the City CounCilmen to accept the civilian 
defense ambulance trom the Kiwanis Club at the official presen-
tation on saturday, August 29,:J.942, on the C1ty Hall steps follow-
ing a shor~ band concert and a parade of ~ivilian Defense Workers 
at two o'clock; and stated that such civilian defense officials as 
John StrOh, Hal Kennedy, and Logan Cotton would deliver short addresses 
at that time. Mr. Arcq thanked the Council for authorizing the Muni­
cipal Band to play at the presDDtation. 



Speaking on behalf of the Scrap Metal Camm1 ttee, of whioh he 
is chairman, Mr. Arcq stated that he understood that the City 
Council had authoriz.ed munioipal trucks to make a curb-to-eurb 
pick up of scrap Ill8tal; but that he had run into trucks t'rom Los 
Angeles (Salvation Army and Good Will trucks) whose drivers stated 
they had received instructio,ns to pick up all the scrap in this 
City. He reported that the drivers were stopped and informed by 
Chie:t' Stroh that they were not to pick up any salvage in Torrance 
and requested that reports be made of similar oocurrences in the 
future inasmuch as the money obtained from the local drive will 
aid the Kiwanis Club in paying ott the ambulance. He also asked 
that the Ceunoil designate speoi1'ic days in the cOming week for 
the collection 01' scrap metal so that proper notice might be 
given to the newspaper. Mayor McGuire suggested to Mr. Ar-cq that 

·he cont'er with Mr. GaSCOigne, Superintendent of Streets, Sewers, 
and Parks • 

. A gentl~ in the audience discussed in briet the various 
deposi t dumps £or salvage in the Ci ty and suggested that the main 
dump be established across. the street trom the Post Ot1'ice and 
that a notice be placed in the newpaper to that effect. 

Mr. Evans, proprietor of the Torrance Gift and Stationery 
store, registered complaints regarding the manner in which the 
Office of the Purohasing Agent has been tunctioning of late, his 
major complaint being that the Oity Purohasing Agent allegedly 
boueht certain flags from the Easterd.ay SUpply Company at a pr.ice 
of 13.80 each, and that the ceiling price for Aid flags was $2.75. 
He also questioned Mr. Jain, Oity .bgineer and Purchasing Agent, 
regarding the use of City men and equipment on a certain paving 
job on C'abrillo Avenue which had been awarded to a contractor. 
Mr. Jai.n advised ~hat the contractor had reimbursed the Ci ty ~or 
use of same and had asked for the u.se of the men and equipment 
inasmuch as he had diff1culty in obtaining men and equ1pment for 
a oertain part at the work. 

Mayor McGuire requested that Mr. Jain contaot Mr. ]lvans and 
discuss the mat"er privately. 

Mr. Ar'cq requested that as many City Ot1'icials as possible 
attend the ambulanoe presentatiQn on saturday at two o'clock 
on the City Hall s:t.ps. 

Mr. Jack Hallanger. Deputy City Cl.rk, re1"erring to action 
taken earlier in the sTening relative to the voluntary payroll 
deduction plan, sugg.sted that said deductions be made the first 
part of each month by reason of the ~act that deductions ~or 
insuranoe are made on the s1xteenth of eaoh month. 

Councilman Hitchcock mOTed that all bills properly audited 
be paid. C'ouncilman Babcock Beconded the motion, which was 
oarried by the tollow1ng roll call vote: A.YES: COUNCILMEN: 
Babeock, Hitchcook, PO .... ll, and MClGu1re. NOES: COUNCILMEN: 
None. ABSENT: OOUNC ILMEN: CUoci. 

At e:~6 P.M., QOl1 motion of Oounciiman Hitchoook s&oonded 
by Councilman Babcock, the me.ting adjourned. 

APPROVED: 
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